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Dr. Harmon C. McAllister 
The Council for Tobacco Research 
900 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Dr. McAllister: 

We are organizing a stammer conference for the Federation of American 
Societies for Experimental Biology on the topic of Smooth Muscle to be held at 
Copper Mountain, Colorado from July 14 to July 19, 1991. I am serving as the 
Chairman of the conference, and the Vice-Chairman is Casey van Breemen of the 
University of Miami School of Medicine. This will be the fourth time that FASEB 
has sponsored a Summer Conference on Smooth Muscle. Based upon past experience 
and current enthusiasm, a large number of people will apply. About 150 
participants from North America, Japan, Australia and Europe will participate in 
this meeting. 

The 1991 FASEB Summer Conference on Smooth Muscle will focus on selected 
topics in promising and exciting areas of research. The first general area to 
be explored will be membrane events, especially as it relates to cell-cell 
communication, ion channels and smooth muscle pumps. This is a rapidly 
developing body of research, in which identification of multiple ion channels by 
newly developed techniques has allowed increased understanding of the 
heterogeneity of responses and responsiveness found in smooth muscles. Insights 
into cellular mechanisms provide a functional understanding of physiological and 
pathophysiological processes. Ion channels and pumps are particularly important 
because they are regulated biochemically to control membrane excitation states. 
The second general area to be covered deals with regulation of second messenger 
systems involving Ca 2+ and cGMP. The release and uptake of calcium within cells 
have been shown to be regulated in unique ways with state-of-the-art imaging and 
biophysical techniques. It is likely that cytosolic Ca 2+ concentrations do not 
change uniformly within a cell which could have important consequences in 
understanding the mechanisms of drug action as well as pathophysiological states. 
Recent evidence obtained by a number of investigators has shown that cGMP 
regulates cytosolic Ca 2+ concentrations and hence smooth muscle contractility. 
However, mechanisms involved in these regulatory processes need to be defined. 
The third general area deals with contractile proteins. New mechanisms of 
biochemical and cellular regulation will be discussed in addition to the 
molecular basis for mechanochemical transduction. Integrated with these topics 
will be gene regulation and adaptations that occur with smooth muscle contractile 
proteins under unique physiological demands and pathophysiological states. An 
outline of the program is enclosed. 

Chairmen and most of the speakers have been established with the exception 
of one speaker in each session. It is our intent to identify, in spring 1991, 
individuals who have recent^ exciting research results that will be of immediate 
interest to the participants. We also plan to add 1-2 minipresentations by young 
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investigators to each session that will be selected from submitted abstracts. 
There will be two poster sessions on additional related topics in smooth muscle 
research. 

We are trying to raise funds to support speakers' travel and meeting 
expenses in addition to providing $500 awards, to at least 10 young investigators. 
We have made application to NIH for partial support of the conference. With the 
considerable funding problems for research grants at NIH, we are frankly not 
optimistic. Speakers in the past have been able and willing to contribute to 
their expenses by using travel money from grants. However, the across-the-board 
cuts of 10-20% in approved funding levels have required many investigators to 
restrict travel funds to support essential research. 

We need your financial help in supporting the 1991 FASEB Summer Conference 
on Smooth Muscle. Significant contributions are needed because FASEB has only 
enough money to pay about 20% of the registration-travel expenses for the 
speakers and young investigators. We hope you share our enthusiasm for the 
scientific program and are able to contribute. 

If you have any questions or suggestions regarding the program or other 
matters related to the conference, please do not hesitate to give me a call at 
(214) 688—6849. I would appreciate hearing from you. 

Thank you for your consideration.. 


Sincerely, 

James T. Stull, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chairman 

JTS/kmp 

Enclosure 


P.S. Checks should be annotated "Smooth Muscle" and made payable to FASEB. 
Please send checks to me. 
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